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The  Pratt  natno  may  be  traced  back  at 
least  four  hundred  years  in  European  Histo- 
ry. Anthony  Du  Prat,  who  became  Chan- 
cellor of  France  and  Prime  Minister  of 
Francis  I,  was  born  14G5.  He  was  sent  as 
a  legale  to  the  pope  of  Eomc,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and 
love  to  his  soYerciga. 

Burke-,  in  his  general  ttcraldic  Dictionary, 
eays, 

"  The  Pratts  haVe  been  of  consideration  in 
different  parts  of  England  and  Ireland  from 
a  very  remote  period ;  some  of  them  were  of 
Knightly  degree,  and  those  of  Berkshire 
Were  l3aroQetSi  The  family  of  which  we 
now  treat  were  settled  at  Oareswcll  Priory, 
County  of  Devon-,  about  the  Middle  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  Kichard  Pratt,  during 
the  civil  war,  by  the  difficulties  in  which 
those  disasters  invoWed  him,  was  obliged  to 
dispose  of  the  paternal  inheritance,  llich- 
ard  Pratt  was  grandfather  of  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Sir  J^ohn  Prattj  who  represented  the 
borough  of  Midhurst  in  Parliament  from 
17(X)  until  his  elevation  to  the  Chicfship  of 
the  King's  bench  iu  17i-i  ;  he  married  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  J.lcv.  Henry  Gregory,  by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 
He  died  iu  1724,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
eldest  son  John  Pratt  of  the  wilderness, 
Kent  County,  who  married  for  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Jeffreys, 
of  Brecknock  Priory,  by  whom  he  had  a 
daughter  and  sou,  John  of  Bayham  Abbey, 
who  died  iu  17117,  bc<iucathing  his  estates  to 
the  present  Marquis  of  Camden,    Mr.  Pratt 


married,  secondly,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  l^otf 
ert  Tracy,  of  Cascomb,  Gloucester  Couiity.' j 

Eose's  Biographical  Dictionary  says  thai. 

'•Charles  Pratt,  Earl  of  Camden,  third^ 
son  of  Chief  Justice  John  Pratt,  was  bor'v 
1714  and  educated  at  Eaton  and  Cambridgy^^ 
In  1738  he  was  called  to  the  bar.  His  sij 
perior  merits  were  not,  however,  known,  ti 
called  forth  by  his  noble  defense  of  Henle 
and  Pitt,  aftervVards  Earl  of  Chatham.  I 
1762  he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  C.  C.  J 
Here  he  became  deservedly  popular,  and  re- 
ceived high  distinctions  and  rare  privileges, 
such  as  the  freedom  of  London  and  Dublin. 
In  1765  he  was  raised  to  a  peerage  with  the 
title  of  Lord  Camden  of  Camden  Place.  His 
opinion  on  the  Middlesex  election  was  so  op- 
posite to  the  views  of  the  ministry,  that  he 
was  stripped  of  his  honors.  In  reference  to 
the  causes  which  led  on  the  war  of  the  Amer- 
ican revolution^  he  reprobated  the  measures 
of  Lord  Horthj  and  was  consequently  re- 
moved from  the  wool  sack  1770.  In  1782  he 
was  appointed  President  of  the  Council,  and 
continued  in  office  till  his  death,  in  1791. 
He  had  a  high  reputation  for  independence, 
legal  knowledge,  and  impartiality.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Jef- 
freys, by  whom  he  had  John  Jetfrcyo  Pratt, 
F.  S.  A.,  Earl  of  Camden,  «Sz;c.;  present  Mar= 
quis,  (1837)." 

It  is  possible  that  the  Earl  of  Camden's 
opposition  to  the  oppressive  measures  of 
Lord  North,  arose  not  only  from  a  sense  ot 
their  injustice,  but  it  may  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  the  Pratts  who  canio 
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til  country,  and  were  deeply  af- 
I  'ents  of  the  times,  were  his  kin- 
1  jhes  of  the  same  stock,  in  whose 
.  took  a  personal  iutciest. 
c  has  always  been  a  tradition  that  tlie 
r-.imc  to  America  from  the  South  of 
1.  The  Counties  of  Devon,  Kent, 
rkshire,  where  the  above  named  fami- 
ided^  wer«  all  in  this  locality. 
3  arc  Several  Distinct  Pratt  families 

England,  five  of  whose  genealogies 
may  be  definitely  traced. 
?a3  Pratt  came  from  England  in  the 
)arrow,  joined  the  Weymouth  Colony, 
scquently  retired  to  Plymouth,  where 
■d  propertv ,  married  Mary  UiiiJito*- 
aajd  lived  there  till  164G.  In 
;  p-nrchased  a  place  in  Charlestown, 
le  died  in  IGSO,  aged  90.  His  de- 
ts  are  nan:5^erous  and  may  be  found 
)Sset,  Middlebor^>',  Tauatorj,  Boston, 
,iiy  ether  places.    The  ra-ost  distia- 

member  of  this  family  was  Hon. 
1  Pratt,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of 
>rk. 

a  Pratt,  supposed  to  be  brother  of 
,  came  from  England  to  Plym&uth 
lip  Ann,  a  few  years  after  the  May- 
He  was  one  of  the  surveyors^  who 
the  village  of  Plymouth  into  lots, 
g  as  compensation  for  his  services  a 
corn  per  day.    His  descendants  may 
in  the  Old  Colony,  Sudbury,  Shutes- 
id  other  places.    This  family  is  re- 
ie  for  its  longevity.   Ephraira  Pratt, 
esbury,  lived,  according  to  the  au- 
3f  Dr.  Dwight,  to  the  advanced  age 

am  Pratt  was  among  the  Erst  settlers 
ford,  Ct.,  living  there  as  caily  as 
v>n  the  157th  page,  vol.  I  of  the  Kec- 
that  toTvn,  is  a  description  of  dift'er- 
of  land  belonging  to  kirn.  He  re- 
to  Saybrook  probably  between  the 
and  W±B.  Vvilliam  Pratt  was 
yicutcnant  of  the  Military  iu  Sav- 
:i  16(11,  aad  became  a  pix  i 


in  that  town.  His  descendants  reside  in  Say- 
broak  and  vicinity.  Their  gcneaPogy  has? 
been  thoroughly  traced,  and  is  ready  for  pub- 
lication. 

Edward  Pratt,  of  London,  Eng.,  pnrchasecJ 
of  Warapas,  sachem  of  Hassinamisco,  in 
1079,  the  tract  of  land  now  included  in  the 
town  of  Sutton.  He  subsequently  rcraovctl 
to  this  country.  His  descendants  are  found 
in  Sherburn,  Mass. ^  and  vicinity. 

The  family  whose  genealogy  we  propos^c 
first  to  record,  are  the  descendants  of  JOHN" 
PPATT,^  of  Dorchester,  on  whom  the  rights 
of  freeman  were  conferred  May  14th,  1634. 
His  desccL^dants  reside  in  Medfield,.  Beading 
Woodend,  Temple,  K  H.,  Buffalo.  aed 
Prattsville  Ala,  Hon.  Daniel  Pratt,  of  the 
latter  place,  is  the  most  diating^isbcd  mem- 
ber of  the  family.  John  Pratt^  owned  in 
Dorchester  a  house  and  barn,,  orchard  and 
home  lot.  He  joined  the  first  church  of  t>  .„ 
place,  Jan.  27,  1642,  and  Goody  Pratt,  sup- 
posed to  be  his  wife,  April  4,  IG43.  Mr. 
Ebenc2ier  Clapp,  who  has  v.'ritten  a  history  of 
the  town,  supposes  that  Jotin  Pratt^  married 
3Iary,  daughter  of  John  Whitman.  They 
had  three  children,  a  son  John,-  who  lived  in 
Medfield,  a  son  Timothy, ~  who  was  probably 
younger,  and  resided  in  Boston,  and  a  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth,  who  was  baptized  in  1643. 
John  Pratt^  died  in  1647,  and  his  widow 
married  William  Turner,  ef  Dorchester. 
Elizabeth,  the  daughter,  became,  it  is  be- 
lieved, the  third  wife  of  Boger  Billings. 

The  original  proprietors  of  the  Old  Pratt 
estate,  sold  to  Jacob  Hewins,  retaining  the 
privilege  of  occupying  the  premises  sis  years, 
if  they  lived  so  long.  Hence  the  following : 
Quit  Claim  Deed,  found  in  the  Suffolk 

EECOUDb. 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  W' 
John  Pratt  of  MedBeld,  and  Timothy  Pra 
of  Boston,  do,  for  certain  causes  moving  ? 
thereto,  promise  and  engage  for  ourselves  ar 
[our  heirs  and  assignees,  that  neither  we  ou 
;  selves,  nor  they,  nor  any  one  by,  for,  or  unJ 
jus  shall  from  henceforth  lay  any  claim,  or 
jany  wise  molest  or  trouble  Jacob  Hewins  e' 
i  Dorchester,  or  his  heirs  from  the  pcuocabk- 
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enjoyment  of  a  house,  orcharJ,  birn  and 
Home  lot,  in  Dorchester,  that  was  our  Father 
John  Pratt's  in  the  time  of  his  life,  but  do 
acknowledge  the  aforesaid  house,  barn,  or- 
chard and  home  lot  to  be  the  aforesaid  Jacob) 
Hewins'  and  hi6  heirs,  to  have  and  to  hold 
forever  ;  and  for  confirmation  hereof  we  have 
set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  3d  day  of  Feb. 
I'G72." 

Before  proceeding  with  the  record  of  events 
pertaining  to  the  John  Pratt  family,  it  will 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  case,  to  introduce  to  the  acquaint- 
aace  of  the  reader  another  individual.  The 
reasons  for  so  doing  will  be  seen  in  the  se- 
quel 

The  settlement  of  the  town  of  Eeading, 
Mass.,  was  commenced  by  emigrants  from 
Lynn  in  1639,  and  was  then  called  Lynn  Vil- 
lage. The  land  was  purchased  of  the  Indi- 
ans in  1640,  and  the  deed  signed  by  Sagamore 
George,  his  sister  Abagail,  and  Quanapowitt. 
Among  the  first  thirty-five  settlers  was  one 
Edward  Taylor  who  became  a  large  land 
holder  there.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  wealth. 

In  the  Middlesex  Kegistry  of  Deeds  Office 
is  the  following  curious  document : 

"Keceived  by  me,  Timothy  Pratt,  of  Bos- 
ton, Tailor,  attorney,  and  by  order  of  Edward 
Taylor,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  relict  of  John 
Bridge,  deceased,  within  named,  of  Matthew 
Bridge,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  said 
John  Bridge,  five  pounds  in  leather  by  Dea. 
Hestings  of  Caieabridge  and  is  in  full  satis- 
faction for  the  whole  of  the  payment  due  by 
virtue  of  the  marriage  covenant  within  ex- 
pressed. I  say  received  this  23d  December, 
1685.   By  me,        TIMOTHY  PRATT." 

Edward  Taylor,  it  appears  by  this,  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  John  Bridge,  who  lived  in 
Roxbury,  an  inventory  of  whose  estate,  as 
found  in  the  Suffolk  Probate  Office,  Aug., 
1674,  amounted  to  £511,  lis.,  I9d. 

Elizabeth  Bridge  was  widow  of  Martin 
Sanders  of  Braintree. 

In  Feb.  23,  1690,  Timothy  Pratt,  of  Boston, 
had  set  off  to  him  on  execution  £62  worth 
of  land  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Edward 
Taylor,  cf  Reading,  lying  on  Saw  Mill  River. 
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June  17,  1690,  Edward  Taylor  made  his 
will,  in  which  he  says, 

"  For  divers  reasons  now  moving^  me,  es- 
pecially for  and  in  consideration  of  H  bond 
and  obligation  under  hand  and  peal  foiy main- 
tain irg  and  providing  for  all  my  ncctjfssaries 
during  my  natural  life,  received  of  John 
Pratt  Sen.  of  Medfield.  I  have  sold  aiid  con- 
veyed unto  said  John  Pratt,  my  home  lot,  30 
acres,  my  out  lands,  meadow  lands,  pasture 
lands,  swamp  lands,  and  all  my  buildings 
upon  any  of  said  lands.  Dwelling  houses, 
barns,  and  Store  houses,  whatsoever,  sit»;ated 
in  Reading,  also  all  my  stock,  horses,  \'>^''» 
and  swine,  and  all  my  goods." 

Signed  in  the  presence  of  John  Brown  na 
Bananiah  Parker. 

Jan.  5,  1692-3,  John  Pratt,^  of  Medfield 
assigned  and  made  over  to  his  son  Johi. 
Pratt,3  all  his  interest  in  this  Will  About 
this  time  John  Pratt'-^  came  to  Reading  and 
took  possession  of  this  property.  From  the 
will  of  Timothy  Pratt,^  of  Boston,  it  is  cer- 1 
tain  that  John  Pratt^  was  in  Reading  m 
1694.    It  is  for  substance  as  follows  : 

"  Timothy  Pratt  of  Boston,  Aug.  16th, 
1694,  do  make  and  ordain  this  to  be  my  last 
Will  and  Testament.  1  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  grand-daughter  Deborah,  daughter  of  ray 
son  Timothy  Pratt,  late  of  Charlestown,  the 
sum  of  £10  when  she  shall  arrive  at  the  age 
of  18,  and  I  also  give  unto  said  grand-daugh- 
ter £20,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  produce  of  a 
certain  piece  of  meadow,  containing  about 
ten  acres,  lying  in  the  town  of  Reading,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  now  in  the  tenure 
of  my  kinsman  Edward  Taylor  of  Reading, 
and  in  order  to  the  payment  of  said  legacy 
last  mentioned,  my  will  is  that  my  executrix 
dispose  of  said  piece  of  meadow  after  the  de- 
cease of  my  kinsman,  Edward  Taylor,  and 
pay  the  said  amount  within  twelve  months 
after  said  Taylor's  decease.  I  give  and  be- 
queath unto  my  kinsman  John  Pratt  of  Read- 
ing, the  sum  of  40  shillings  to  be  allowed 
him  out  of  £9  IO5.,  which  is  the  last  pay- 
ment which  will  become  due  to  me  from  him 
in  April,  1696,  Also  I  give  unto  my 'said 
kinsman  John  Pratt  my  silk  sash  which  my 
son  Josiah  sent  me  from  Cadiz.  I  give  unto 
my  daughter-in-law  Grace  Osborne,  formerly 
wife  of  my  son  Timothy,  £5.  I  give  unto 
my  said  daughter's  mother  Shippen,  the  sum 
of  40  shillings  as  a  token  of  my  love  to  her. 
I  give  unto  my  dear  wife  Mary  Pratt  all  the 
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house  and  land  ii;  Boston  I  had  with  her  at 
ia;)riia^?e,  and  the  residue  of  my  property. 


but) 
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widow  .)(^ 


personal.    Declared  to  be  the 
Testament  of  Timothy  Pratt, 
.06,  John  GofFe,  Obadiah  Wake- 
.  Pratt." 

1683,  Grace  Pratt  of  Gharlestown, 
imothy  Pratt,^  late  of  that  town, 
!  an  inventory  of  bis  estate,  amount- 
''1  \\s.  G(L  The  real  estate  consist- 
lot  of  land  with  cellar  thereon  and 
e  of  a  house. 

bllowing  Will  of  John  Pratt  2  of 
,  is  recorded  in  Suffolk  Probate  office 
L  32S.  From  the  inventory  follow- 
rVill,  he  appears  to  have  owned  35 
land  aside  from  the  home  lot  on 
e  building  stood : 

i  name  and  fear  of  God  Amen  in 
)f  our  Lord  1707,  I,  John  Pratt  of 
being  aged  about  77  years,  and  at 
Oder  the  alBicting  hand  of  God.  yet 
my  memory  and  understanding, 
mindful  of  my  change  and  of  my 
ct  my  house  in  order,  by  way  of 
>n  thereunto— I  humbly  commit  my 
soul  through  Ghrist  into  the  hands 
ty  God,  and  my  body,  after  my  de- 
-  decent  buryal  in  the  dust.  And 
ortion  of  worldly  goods  which  God 
me,  I  do  will  and  bequeath  it  as 
ly  debts  and  just  dues  being  first 
1  and  bequeath  unto  my  loving 
5ca  all  that  parcel  of  land  that  1 
cr  father  Colburn,  lying  in  the 
Dcdham,  to  be  wholly  at  her  dis- 
cr,  and  also  one  third  of  all  my 
h  real  and  personal,  during  her 
c,  and  when  she  dies  to  be  equally 
long  my  own  children,  hereafter 
will  and  bequeath  unto  Henry 
0  married  one  of  my  daughters, 
into  Timothy  Clark,  who  also  mar- 
m.y  daughters,  2  shillings.  And 
that  all  the  remainder  of  my  es- 
real  and  personal,  be  equally  di- 
3g  my  children,  John,  Mary,  Pris- 
lah  and  Sarah.    1  also  appoint  my 
Pratt,   and  son-in-law  Samuel 
be  executors  to  this  my  last  Will 
Qcnt,  making  void  all  other  wills 
iQ  at  any  time,  and  do  declare  this 
ist  Will  and  Testament,  after  my 
be  in  full  force  and  virtue.  As 
7  hand  and  tiual  ii>is  :>Oth  day  of 


April.  1707,  JOHN  PPATT  his  x 
seal.  Published  and  signed  in  the 
of  us  :  Fileaaer  Wheeloek,  Samuel  E 
cmiah  Plimpton  " 
An  inventory  of  the  estate  of  John 
late  deceased,  as  it  was  made  Aug. 

£ 

Apparel,  books  and  money,  12 
Bed,  borlfling  c'tc,  J 
Table  Linen  and  small  linen,  1 
Povtcr  and  Brass  Ware,  1 
Iron,  earth ern,  etc.,  1 
Chairs,  'L'alilcs,  &c.,  4 
Grain,  ProTision,  fiax  and  wool,  3 
Scales,  wcif^hts,  razor,  &e.,  1 
Farming  tools,  4 
Cattle,  mare,  sheep  and  swine,  2i 
Building  and  home  lot  on  both  sides 

of  the  way,  -  >   40  00 

Three  acres  of  meadow  land  in  No' 

Meadow,  J.^  QO 

To  four  acres  of  meadow  do.  do.  12  00 

Eleven  acres  of  meadow  land,  lying 

on  both  sides  of  Mill  Brook.  17  10 
Seventeen  acres  wood  land  on  North 

side  of  said  brook,  17  00 
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£158  7  4 
When  John  Pratt^  came  to  Eeading  bo 
took  up  his  abode  on  the  green  declivities  of 
the  eastern  shore  of  what  is  now  known  as 
South  Eeading  Pond,  a  beatiful  sheet  of  pure 
water,  the  silvery  sheen  of  whose  hashing 
waves  still  dance  as  of  yore  in  the  glitteringj 
sunlight. 

The  old  mansion,  as  we  remember  it,  was 
a  brown  two-story  house,  surrounded  with 

rich  fields  of  grass  and  an  expanse  oi, 
waters  three  miles  in  circumference  on  the 
west.  Here,  with  his  wife  Sarah,  he  reared 
a  family  of  seven  children,  and  resided  more 
than  half  a  century. 

John  Pratt^ appears  to  have  been  a  thought- 
ful, intelligent  and  religious  man,  of  whom 
his  numerous  descendents  may  well  be  proud. 
Ilis  characteristics  are  clearly  divulged  in 
his  Will,  which  reads  as  follows  :— 

*'  In  the  Name  op  God  Amen.  On  the  13th 
day  of  Nov.,  1744,  I,  John  Pratt,  of  Reading, 
m  the  County  of  Middlesex  and  Province  of 
Mass..  yeoman,  being  sick  and  weak  in  body, 
luif  nF  sound  mind,  thank  God  therefor, 
calling  tu  mind  my  own  mortality,  do  make 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

Principally  and  first,  1  commend  my  soul 
to  God  that  gave  it,  and  ray  body  to  the  dust. 
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arah  Upton,  Iio  gave  55.  each,  and  to  his' 
ughtcr    Eunice  £IG.    His  wearing  ap- 
arcl  was  divitled  equally  among  his  four 
ons,  and  his  household  furniture  equally 
raong  his  four  daughters. 
The  landed  property  of  Daniel  Pratt, ^  con- 
sting  of  about  G5  acres  was  prized  at  £533, 
and  his  personal  property  at  £98,  19,?., 

Edward  Pratt,^    second  son  of  Daniel 
Jratt,-''  of  Beading,  removed  to  the  town 
ff  Temple,  N.  IL,  where  he  purchased  ai 
irm  and  reared  a  family  of  children.  Dan- 
iel Pratt,"^  the  fourth  child  of  Edward  Pratt, 
ras  born  July  20,  1799.    He  received  a  com 
|non  school  education  in  District  No.  4  of  his 
lative  place,  working  on  the  farm  till  the 
igc  of  16.    Then  he  went  to  learn  the  car- 
[lenter's  trade.    Having  served  his  time  at 
[he  business,  he  went,  in  1819,  to  Savannah, 
ieorgia,  and  labored  at  his  trade.  Subse- 
itently  he  removed  to  Chinton,  Geo.,  and 
|bre  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  cot- 
'i  gins,  with  Mr.  Samuel  Griswold.  In 
33  he  removed  to  Autauga  Co.,  Ala.,  and 
ok  up  a  large  tract  of  land  on  a  branch  of 
?  Alabama  Eiver,  fifteen  miles  from  Mont- 
gc  mery.    Here  he  built  a  splendid  mansion, 
n  front  of  which  is  a  beautiful  Lake,  and  in 
.he  rear  a  vineyard.    His  workshops  for  me- 
chanical purposes  are  spacious  and  splendid 
as  the  ehrystal  palace.    In  connection  with 
these  works,  and  for  the  accommodation  of 
his  mechanics,  he  has  built  up  a  village,  al- 
most a  city,  called  Prattsville.    So  prosper- 
ous has  this  establishment  been  in  all  its  op- 
erations, that  in  1858,  business  to  the  amount 
)i  $587,000,  was  done  there  principally  in 
he  manufacture  of  cotton  gins.    ^Ye  have 
mid  before,  what  we  suppose  will  generally 
be  admitted,  that  the  Hon.  Daniel  Pratt  is 
the  most  distinguished  man  of  the  family  ; 
and  indeed  there  are  but  few  men  in  the 
country  that  excel  him  in  the  sphere  he  has 
marked  out  and  chosen  to  pursue. 

liphraim,^  the  youngest  son  of  Samuel,'^  was 
a  tanner,  and  lived  a  mile  north  of  No.  Eea  3- 


ing  mccting-housc.    His  wife's  nam--  ;*a8 
Phche.    They  had  two  sons  and  ninc^daul^h- 
ters,  all  of  whoia  lived  to  adult  a^ge.  He 
was  not  only  a  tanner  but  a  soldier,  j   Jn  this 
latter  capacity  he  served  in  the  Enfnch  War 
at  Ticonderoga  in  1756-S.   'Tradition  sjays 
that  when  the  Revolutionary  AVar  broke  [out 
he  with  his  oldest  son  joined  th^e  minute  men, 
and  during  the  night  preceding^  the  battle  of 
Lexington  the  Captain  of  the  company  gal- 
loped into  the  yard  front  of  his  house  and 
cried  out  in  a  stentorian  voice, — "  Standi  to 
your  arms  !    Stand  to  your  arms  !    rtai^  to 


TOUR  ARMS 


The  father  and  oldest  son  arose,  picked  t^fr 
flints,  saw  that  the  powder  was  dry  in  \)q  i 
pan  and  hastened  to  the  field  of  strife,  i 
from  the  toils  and  dangers  of  that  cot  j 
returned  in  safety.    Being  promoted  to. 
office  of  Lieutenant  in  the  continental  a>\9^, 
he  went  again  to  Ticonderoga,  on  Lake  Ct^O 
plain  in  1776,  where  he  served  also  in^^ 
capacity  of  Quartermaster.    AVhile  disci  '^^v 
ing  the  arduous  duties  of  these  two  officer 
the  fort,  he  was  taken  with  the  small 
Being  removed  to  the  hospital  on  the  t 
of  the  beautiful  Lake  George,  he  died 
from  home  and  friends,  oppressed  in  e 
we  may  well  suppose,  with  deep  solici. 
for  his  numerous  household  speedily  i 
left  destitute  of  a  protector  and  head. 

Dying  suddenly  and  away  from  I 
Lieut.  Ephraim  Pratt  left  no  will.  Coq 
sia  lers  appointed  by  the  Court  appraise 
hoiacstead  containing  46  acres  of  land- 
I'^ildings  thereon  at  £260 ;  AVoodlaiV^  in 
Andover,  £48.  ;  f 

Nov.  26,  1776,  an  order  was  issued,  setting 
off  the  widow's  thirds,  when  she  rc(ieived 
with  her  portion  of  the  land,  the  west  (;nd  of 
the  house  and  barn. 

ifan.  3,  1781,  the  residue  of  the  estate, 
asi/de  from  the  widow's  portion,  was  settled 
up)n  the  eldest  son  Ephraim,'^  on  condition 
thijit  he  should  pay  out  to  each  of  his  brotl  - 
era  and  sisters,— viz.,  Phebc,  Anna,  Samuel, 
Bebjamin,  Sarah,  Rhoda,  Chloe,  Polly,  Bet- 


1 


r  11 A  ^1 

lar,— £14  Ss.  do 
■784. 

about  eight  yea 

comraissioncra  g 
itt,  late  widow  o: 
:hc  eldest  son,  E[ 
i  each  brother  an 

the  death  of  his 
)ut  to  reside  vfith 
grandfather's  hon 
Pratt^  died  without  Will  o 
ommissioners  were  appoint 
Hannah  Pratt,  his  widow,  c 
ite,  giving  her  the  west  end 

the  middle  of  the  chimn 
of  the  barn,  privilege  in  th 

wood  house,  and  the  wel 
mmon.  Also,  17  acres  of  lai 
3i  valued  at  £72  is.  7d.;  9  i 

of  the  road,  valued  at 

Beard's  meadow,  £20 ; 
i  at  M  28.  6d. 
oamissioners  report  with 
•  half  of  the  estate,  tht 
imuel  Pratt,  did  agree  w 
p,  when  he  came  to  live 
e  did  jaot  settle  his  estate 
ain  conditions,  that  on  t 
e  should  have  £13  Qs.  i 
early,  every  year,  so  1 
h  him  in  £"^rvice,  and  th 
l)le  that  it  was  the  design 
at  the  said  Benjamin  Vn 
JO  estate  after  his  death  ai 


KMORIAiy.  j 

his  wife,  it  appears  to  be  just  to  us  that  t 
other  half  of  the  estate  be  settled  upon  t 
said  Benjamin  Pratt,  and  the  court  thus  d 
cided. 

There  were  then  49  aeres  of  land  belongh 
to  the  estate,  which,  t^ith  the  buildings,  wc, 
appraised  at  £234  4s.  3  /.  '^'  ^ 

The  account  of  Benjamin  Pratt,  admL. 
trator  of  the  estate,  was  allowed  June  4,  Vl 

Benjamin  Pratt^  continued  to  reside  on  t 

place  thus  left  him  more  than  half  a  ceo  ] 

ry  and  there  he  died  June  17,  1842,  aged  f 

An  obituary  published  at  the  time  says  j 

He  had^been  the  husband  of  two  wivesi— orie  sj 
vives  to  mourn  his  loss  ;  he  was  the  father  of  thi 
teen  children,  had  fifty-six  grand-children,  and  fc 
ty-eight  great-grand-children — the  whole  ntimb 
of  his  descendants  being  one  hundred  and  seventee 
As  public  officer  of  the  town  of  Reading,  he  act 
in  different  capacities  for  rtiore  than  twenty  year| 
and  as  Deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church,  mo' 
than  forty.  During  the  revolutiouatj  war  he  ser>j 
as  a  soldier  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  preseh't  at 
Battle'of  White  Plains.  After  he  withdrew 
the  active  scenes  of  life,  a  cloud  of  darkness  ob' 
ed  the  brightness  of  his  christian  hope<  till  w' 
few  days  of  his  exit,  when  some  light  beamed 
his  mind  and  illumined  his  future  prospects, 
death  was  quiet  as  the  repose  of  an  infant.  On  tl 
morning  of  the  17th,  and  within  sound  of  the  cai 
non  which  summoned  the  thronged  multitudes  1 
that  proud  emiaence.  Bunker's  Hill,  at  the  layir. 
of  the  cap  stone,  he  sunk  into  silent  slumbers^  wiiic 
continued  undisturbed  till  the  thinned  band  of  revc 
lutionaiy  comrades  were  dispersing  from  the  seen* 
and  then  he  ceased  to  breathe.  From  the  frequei 
allusion  which  he  made  to  the  occasion  during  h 
illness,  it  almost  seems  as  if  God's  appointed  tin 
andthatof  his  own  choice  (if  indeed  he  hud  an; 
coincided.  And  then  how  select  the  hour  for 
christian  to  die !  at  the  setting  of  the  summer's  su 
on  Saturday  evening«--the  "Very  time  at  which,  du 
ing  a  long  life  of  activity,  he  had  been  accustom 
to  lay  aside  all  secular  employments  to  prepare  f 
the  holy  duties  of  the  approaching  Sabbath.  "/jlI 
I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying,  Blessed  are  t! 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord." 


mo' 
ler'vl 


I'rinied  at  thi 


f^ico,  Middleboro',  Mass. 


PRATT  MEMORIAL. 

'.bting  that  at  tho  las/day  I  shall  rc-'  T  give  unto  my  son  Timoth, 
again  by  the  Almi^^hty  power  of  God  tors  Sarah,  Rebecca  and  j 
ickeneth  all  things.  jei  cli.  to  be  paid  after  the  de 

.  my  worldly  estate  that  God  in  his  £12  10.?.  annually, 
nee  hath  blessed  me  withal,  1  dispose     My  will  is  that  ray  books  i 
the  following  manner  :  among  my  children,  their  m' 

e  and  bequeath  unto  my  dear  and  lov-  part  first.  ' 
3,  Sarah  Pratt,  £15  a  year  during  her     My  will  is  and  I  give  unto 
life  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  old  tenor,  in  Reading  £10  for  the  chur 
ly  will  is  that  she  have  one  of  the  unto  Rev.  Wm.  Hobby  £5, 
)oms  in  my  house  and  which  cham-  deacons  of.  the  First  Churcl 
shall  choose  and  liberty  in  the  cellar  the  same  to  the  poor." 
r  and  other  things  also  liberty  to  the     Proved  before  Judge  Rem 
i  room  in  the  yard  for  wood.    Also,  174i.    (See  Middlesex  Prob; 
unto  my  wife  one  cow  and  also  ray  22,  p.  754.) 

1  also  give  her  one-half  of  all  my     o„^„i,  x^i^r.  "p,.. 

1  ,    ,  n  •    i.1         baran,  V7idow  oi  John  Pruui;,i 

noveables,  and  also  my  will  is  that  /     ,  .         i  ,  ^  i 

!Cutor  provide  and  bring  into  my  years  after  him,  and  left,  accord 
g  house  for  ray  wife  IG  bushels  of 
corn  and  8  bushels  of  rye  meal,  GO 
of  good  pork  and  GO  pounds  of  good 
id  also  4  bushels  of  malt  and  2  barrels 
•  and  one  bushel  of  good  turnips  and 
)ushcl  of  good  beans,  yearly,  during 
ural  life,  as  also  10  cords  of  firewood 
'or  the  fire  and  stored  handy  to  the 
md  also  my  executor  shall  keep  her 
nter  and  summer  and  carry  her  to 
;  and  elsewhere  as  she  may  have  oc- 
to  go,  and  also  my  will  is  that  my 
ive  apples  summer  and  winter  and 
to  keep  a  pig  if  she  be  so  minded, 
•eby  give  unto  the  children  of  ray  son 
,  deceased,  one  half  part  of  my  Pine 
lot,  viz.,  the  north  part,  and  my  will 
—  ^o.,n,i.f^,.  ir,  UtTTT   Joanna  Pratt, 

d  in  said  lot  for 

hall  be  widow  of 

I  give  unto  the 
£100  old  tenor 
after  the  death 

yite. 

unto  my  son  John  Pratt  of  Mcd- 
uffolk  Co.,  all  my  housing  and  land 
ling  and  Lynn  that  I  shall  die  seized 
pt  the  lot  given  to  the  children  of  my 
muel.  I  give  unto  my  son  John  all 
ble,  sheep  and  hogs,  provided  he  dotl- 
lis  my  last  Will,  and  pay  such  sums 
ive  ordained,  or  shall  ordain  in  my 
oi  which  I  appoint  him  my  sole  Ex- 

0  give  unto  my  son  John  my  husban- 
)ls,  out  door  movables,  and  all  debts 
:  from  any  person  whatsoever, 
/c  unto  my  son  Edward  £100  to  be 
12  105.  auJiually  after  tho  .leath  of  my 

1  also  give  unto  him  my  ncg.v  .a^^. 


vontory  of  her  estate,  a  camlet 
velvet  hood,  linsey  woolsey  coa 
apron,  silk  gloves,  crape  gown, 
silver  buckles,  and  other  article, 
to  £95  105.  8d. 

April  13,  1753,  John  Pratt,4 
made  a  Will  giving  to  his  wif« 
dower  of  housing,  lands,  stock 
property. 

To  his  son  John^  he  gave  half 
ing  apparel,  cane,  silver  shoe  I 
other  valuables. 

To  his  son  Jesse^  he  gave  all  h 
except  what  had  been  conveyed 
and  lands  in  Dcdham,  Medfie 
and  Medway. 

To  his  daughter  Elizabeth^  h 
and  the  indoor  movables  belongii 
Reading. 
To  the  heirs  of  Sarah  Wright . 
To  Lemuel  Sanders,  son  of  h 
Mehitablc,  £26. 

An  inventory  of  property  beloDj 
'  Tratti  amounted  to  £6G3  85.  1(/. 
I    Dec.  18,  1754,  Hannah  Prati 
Deacon  John  Pratt,''  late  of  Mec 
a  Will  giving  to  her  daughter-in 
beth  Pratt,  all  her  real  estate. 
To  her  son-in-law,  John  Prat 


she  gave  a  debt  due  her  fron 


t\io  estate  of  her  brother 
"cased. 


^dwart 


r 


p  n  A  T 


0  n  I  A 


\ 


^^f^  west  part  of  the  town, 
-^ndrcn.    He  died  in  1799, 


on-rm;iw,  ,1csbc  Vrat (,,•"*  fjIk 
•  spoons.  S^c. 

children  of  her  da  .ghtcr 
ijight, 

jiJuel  Sanders,  son  of  her  d; 
fchitaMc,  she  gave  a  small  ( 
cjhildrcn  of  her  uncle  Josepl 
)flham,  she  willed  a  portion, 
jpoorof  the  town  of  Mcdfield 
'ii»g  apparel  uot  before  dispi 
ihcf  a  hove  it  appears  i\ 
'as  deacon  of  the  church,  and  mat 
,^|oon  Johu  Pratt, ^  who  resided  then 

John  Pratt^  appears  to  have  removed  to 
^y^l?^'  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  in  17G7,  and  settled  in 

He  had  several 
aged  75,  and  his 
wi'e  in  1812,  aged  8S. 

lieut.  Johu  Pratt,^  son  of  John,^  moved 
to\ew  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  in  1785.  He  lived 
^^^nthe  place  of  his  father,  now  owned  by  the 
j^^^pinj  and  used  as  an  almshouse.  He  was 
^^^vei|  firm  in  his  opinions  when  once  formed  ; 
H  wajan  energetic  farmer,  and  became  quite 
H  we  thy.  He  received  a  good  education  for 
m  thctimes,  and  was  much  employed  in  town 
J  bu^ness.  He  died  Feb.  4,  181G,  aged  67, 
an^'his  wife  Hannah  four  days  after.  They 

r If  r no  children;  but  Pratt's  Mountain  and 
Prjitt's  Pond  perpetuate  the  name. 
•  the  house  of  Lieut,  John  Pratt^  was 
burnt  in  1806,  and  a  child  by  the  name  of 
Wheeler,  three  years  old,  perished  in  the 
flames.  The  mother  and  two  others  saved 
themselves  by  jumping  from  the  chamber 
window,  egress  through  the  door  being  im- 
rosr'.ble.  Mr.  Pratt  broke  another  window, 
anvjl  through  it  drew  his  aged  mother.  Ev- 
ery thing  pertaining  to  the  house  was  lost. 

Jesse  Pratt,5  second  son  of  John  ~ 
'  n  de  his  Will  in  1770,  giving  the  i 
ni€ht  of  one-third  of  his  property  to 
Aqgail,  and  dividing  the  residue 
iii^ong  his  sous  Jesse,  Shubael,  Johr 
on^and  his  daughter  Abigail. 


ohn  Pratt, ^  so^n  of  Jcs^o  Pratt,'>  became 
hysician  in  Weston,  and  he  appears  to 
e  died  single,  for  his  property  was  given 
lis  brother  Simeon  and  his  sister  Abigail, 
h  residents  of  ^Mcdfield. 
5amuel  Pratt, second  son  of  John  Pratt,^ 
3  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  lived  in  lieading, 
i  died  intestate  in  the  year  173-1,  leaving  a 
I  Samuel,''  aged  15,  a  son  Daniel,^  aged  10, 
on  Ephraim,^  aged  7  years,  and  a  daugh» 
•  Joanna,-''  named  for  her  mother. 
On  settlerient  of  the  estate,  April  2^ 
1741,  the  widow's  thirds  were  first  set  off,- 
and  the  residue  of  the  property  given  to  the 
eldest  son  Samuel,^  he  paying  out  to  his 
brothers  Daniel  and  Ephraim  and  his  sister 
Joanna  £14  15s.  9d.  before  the  25th  of  April, 
1745. 

According  to  an  inventory  of  the  estate 
taken  March  17,  1734,  the  stock  consisted  of 

£      s.  d. 

One  Horse,  prized  at     o      00  0 

White  faced  Cow,  7       00  0 

Black  Cow,  6       00  0 

Old  Cow,  4      00  0 

Heifer, 
Six  Sheep, 

Four  Sheep  and  Lambs, 

The  homestead  consisted  of  35  acres,  with 
house  and  barn  thereon  prized  at  £200 ;  Six 
acres  of  meadow  land  bought  of  John  Eaton, 
£60. 

Samuel  Pratt^  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  occupied  the  shop  of  hia  father, 
Samuel  Pratt,^  who,  we  have  before  said  fol- 
lowed that  occupation. 

Daniel  Pratt,''  second  son  of  Samuel  Pratt,^ 
lived  about  half  a  mile  south  of  th-^  ' 
homestead.    He  was  a  jo' 
his  will  made  Jan.  24,  17£ 
Ruth  Pratt  the  improvemt 
of  his  house,  a  cow,  60  poi 
and  pork,  1  barrel  of  cider,  ^  t»uuncls  of  flax, 
)unds  of  wool,  and  wood  for  the  fire,  all  to 
—■'^^d  annually  during  her  natural  life. 

■^-Ti^ci.o  he  gave  the  farm, 
'  ^'^'^Is.  To 


5  00  0 
5  00  0 
4        2  6^ 


